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Abu-Nimer, Mohammed (ed.), Reconciliation, Justice and Coexistence. Lanham, Boulder and 

New York: Lexington Books, 2001, 361 pp. 
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Since the end of the Cold War several political agreements have been signed in attempts to 

resolve longstanding conflicts in such volatile regions as Northern Ireland, Israel-Palestine, 

South Africa, and Rwanda. This is the first comprehensive volume that examines 

reconciliation, justice, and coexistence in the post-settlement context from the levels of both 

theory and practice. Mohammed Abu-Nimer has brought together scholars and practitioners 

who discuss questions such as: Do truth commissions work? What are the necessary 

conditions for reconciliation? Can political agreements bring reconciliation? How can 

indigenous approaches be utilized in the process of reconciliation? In addition to enhancing 

the developing field of peacebuilding by engaging new research questions, this book will give 

lessons and insights to policy makers and anyone interested in post-settlement issues. 

 

 

 

 

Bárdi, Nándo, Csilla Fedinec and László Szarka (eds.), Minority Hungarian Communities in 

the Twentieth Century. New York: Columbia University Press, 2011, 859 pp. 

 

REF. 

341 

.4’81 

 

This is a significant book, firstly because the authors place the Hungarian communities into 

the context of the policy of the Budapest governments, on the one hand, and that of their host 

states, on the other. The volume also succeeds in setting the Hungarian minority into the 

European context in the complex taxonomy of minorities defined in the introduction. 

 

Bauer, Otto, The Question of Nationalities and Social Democracy. Minneapolis and London: 

University of Minnestoa Press, 2000, 494 pp. 
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Until the publication of this volume, The Question of Nationalities and Social Democracy was 

the only remaining work of classical Marxism not fully translated into English. First 

published in German in 1907, this seminal text has been cited in countless discussions of 

nationalism, from the writings of Lenin to Benedict Anderson’s Imagined Communities. The 

issues Bauer addressed almost a century ago still challenge current debates on diversity and 

minority rights. In this remarkably prophetic text, Bauer foreshadowed current ethnic conflicts 

in the Balkans and in the former Soviet Union and advocated an early concept of 

multiculturalism. Attempting to reconcile Marxism with nationalism, Bauer called for a 

system of self-determination for ethnic communities in which extensive autonomy would be 

granted within a confederal, multicultural state—in Bauer’s words, a "United States of 



Europe," with remarkable similarities to the contemporary European Union. 

 

Brady, Henry E. and David Collier (eds.), Rethinking Social Inquiry. Diverse Tools, Shared 

Standards. 2d. ed. Lanham, Boulder and New York: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2010, 

410 pp. 
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With innovative new chapters on process tracing, regression analysis, and natural 

experiments, the second edition of Rethinking Social Inquiry further extends the reach of this 

path-breaking book. The original debate with King, Keohane, and Verba, now updated, 

remains central to the volume, and the new material illuminates evolving discussions of 

essential methodological tools. Thus, process tracing is often invoked as fundamental to 

qualitative analysis, but is rarely applied with precision. Pitfalls of regression analysis are 

sometimes noted, but often are inadequately examined. And the complex assumptions and 

trade-offs of natural experiments are poorly understood. The second edition extends the 

methodological horizon through exploring these critical tools. A distinctive feature of this 

edition is the online placement of four chapters from the prior edition, all focused on the 

dialogue with King, Keohane, and Verba. 

 

Chiari, Bernhard and Agilolf Keßelring (eds.), Kosovo. 3
rd

 ed. Paderborn, Munich, and 

Vienna: Ferdinand Schöning, 2008, 276 pp. 
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This volume deals with the history and culture of Kosovo from the middle ages to the 

dominance of the Turks which ended in 1912, to the fall of Yugoslavia and the wars of the 

1990s, and offers insights into the unsure future of the new state, which is certain to be 

dependent on international assistance for the next decades. 

 

 

de Coning, Cedric, and Gustavo de Carvalho (eds.), ACCORD Peacebuilding Handbook. 

Umhlanga Rocks: The African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes, 2013,  

152 pp. 
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The Handbook gives a broad-based introduction to aspects of peacebuilding and it is 

specifically designed to meet the needs of peacebuilders by providing a better understanding 

of several different approaches to peacebuilding, including its concepts, definitions and 

historical context but also practical skills that might be useful for peacebuilding practitioners 

acting in different fields and arenas. This Handbook is intended to serve as both a training tool 

and a self-study field guide for peacebuilding practitioners, and is designed to prove useful to 

a wide range of peacebuilding actors, including representatives of non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs), government agencies, development partners, and intergovernmental 

organisations. 

Cox, Kevin R., Murray Low and Jennifer Robinson (eds.), The SAGE Handbook of Political 

Geography. Los Angeles, London and New Delhi: SAGE Publications, 2008, 624 pp. 
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The SAGE Handbook of Political Geography provides a highly contextualized and systematic 

overview of the latest thinking and research. Edited by key scholars, with international 

contributions from acknowledged authorities on the relevant research, The SAGE Handbook 

of Political Geography is divided into six sections: - Scope and Development of Political 

Geography - key debates; the geography of knowledge; conceptualisations of power; and 

conceptualisations of scale; - Geographies of the State - state theory; territory and central 

local relations; legal and judicial geographies; borders; and states and nature; - Participation 

and Representation - citizenship; space; electoral geography; place; media public space; and 

social movements; - Political Geographies of Difference - class; nationalism; gender, 

sexuality; and culture; - Geography Policy and Governance - regulation; welfare; urban space; 

planning, environment; - Global Political Geographies - geographies of imperialism; post-

colonialism; globalization; environmental politics; international relations; war; and migration. 

The Handbook of Political Geography is the standard work and will be widely used and 

highly-cited by all scholars with an interest in politics and space. 

Gagnon, Alain G., André Lecours, and Geneviève Nootens (eds.), Contemporary Majority 

Nationalism. Montreal, Kingston, and London: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2011,  

233 pp. 

 

320.5'4 

 

For many years nationalism has been associated with political demands by minority nations 

that challenge the rights of the central state. However, over the last two decades many works 

have challenged this perspective, arguing that nationalism - as a political phenomenon - is 

likely to emerge among both majority and minority nations. In light of a renewed interest in 

the study of nationalism, Contemporary Majority Nationalism brings together a group of 

major scholars committed to making sense of this widespread phenomenon. To better 

illustrate the reality of majority nationalism and the way it has been expressed, authors 

combine analytical and comparative perspectives. In the first section, contributors highlight 

the paradox of majority nationalism and the ways in which collective identities become 

national identities. The second section offers in-depth case study analyses of France, the 

United Kingdom, Spain, Canada, and the United States. 

 

 

 

 

Hefner, Robert W., John Hutchinson, and Sara Mels (eds.), Religions in Movement. The 

Local and the Global in Contemporary Faith Traditions. New York and Abingdon: Routledge, 

2013, 320 pp. 
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There has long been a debate about implications of globalization for the survival of the world 

of sovereign nation-states, and the role of nationalism as both an agent of and a response to 

globalization. In contrast, until recently there has been much less debate about the fate of 

religion. ‘Globalization’ has been viewed as part of the rationalization process, which has 

already relegated religion to the dustbin of history, just as it threatens the nation, as the world 



moves toward a cosmopolitan ethics and politics. The chapters in this book, however, make 

the case for the salience and resilience of religion, often in conjunction with nationalism, in 

the contemporary world in several ways. This book highlights the diverse ways in which 

religions first and foremost make use of the traditional power and communication channels 

available to them, like strategies of conversion, the preservation of traditional value systems, 

and the intertwining of religious and political power. Nevertheless, challenged by a more 

culturally and religiously diversified societies and by the growth of new religious sects, 

contemporary religions are also forced to let go of these well known strategies of preservation 

and formulate new ways of establishing their position in local contexts. This collection of 

essays by established and emerging scholars brings together theory-driven and empirically-

based research and case-studies about the global and bottom-up strategies of religions and 

religious traditions in Europe and beyond to rethink their positions in their local communities 

and in the world. 

 

Hoch-Jovanovic, Tamara, Reinventing national minority rights through European integration: 

from top-down to bottom-up Europeanisation. PhD Dissertation. Roskilde: Roskilde 

University, 2014, 353 pp. 
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This dissertation examines what best explains the impact of Europeanisation on national 

minority and on national minority groups. The author compares the impact of Europeanisation 

on minority policies in three states (Denmark, Romania and Greece) and on the activities of 

three national minority groups (German minority in Denmark, Hungarian minority in 

Romania and Turkish minority in Greece). Both the Council of Europe and the European 

Union play a part in such Europeanisation process. Together the Council of Europe and the 

European Union possess instruments to increase scrutiny of and pressure on national minority 

policies, demanding different degrees of adjustment in domestic policy conduct. Pressure does 

not only concern legal compliance of minority protection per se, but there is an increased 

interest in affecting the conduct of domestic national minority policy more broadly. At the 

same time, European-level norms and rules have encouraged new forms or mobilisation, 

including a host of previously unknown opportunities for political action among minority 

groups. The findings show that although pressure from Europe is a catalyst for change in 

domestic minority policies, especially when pressure for change is 'exceptional', processes of 

change must be explained by both domestic and interstate factors; namely the nature and 

power of change agents at the domestic level, shared understandings attached specifically to 

the national minority group in question, and kin-state relations. 

 

Jurado, Elena, Complying with European Standards of Minority Protection. The Impact of the 

European Union, OSCE and the Council of Europe on Estonian Minority Policy, 1991-2000. 

Saarbrücken: VDM Verlag Dr. Müller, 2008. 
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This book investigates the contribution of the EU, OSCE, and COE to the evolution of 

Estonian minority policy from 1991 to 2000. After an initial phase of attempting to exclude 

Russian-speakers from society, the Estonian government began to encourage their integration, 

first on the basis of cultural assimilation and then on the basis of multiculturalism. All three 

European regional organizations sought to ensure Estonian compliance with European 



standards of minority protection. However, each relied on different mechanisms to achieve 

this end. The EU relied mostly on conditionality, the linking of economic assistance and 

political opportunities to Estonian compliance; the OSCE relied on a security dialogue, the 

attempt to persuade Estonian decision-makers that guaranteeing minority protection would 

advance the security of their state; the COE made use of a moral dialogue, the effort to 

transmit new expectations about appropriate behaviour to Estonian decision-makers. By 

attempting to determine the respective influence of each organization, the book has 

implications for international relations theoretical debates about compliance and for the 

practice of the European minority rights regime. 

Kühl, Jørgen, and Robert Bohn (eds.), Ein europäisches Modell? Nationale Minderheiten im 

deutsch-dänischen Grenzland 1945-2005. Bielefeld: Verlag für Regionalgeschichte, 2005, 

605 pp. 
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Three national minorities live in the German-Danish borderland: Germans in the Danish 

North Schleswig, Danes in the German South Schleswig and Frisians on the North Sea 

coastline. The way these three national minorities coexist with the majority populations in 

those countries is described as a European model case. This volume shows how this ‘model 

case’ came to be in its historical development. It also answers the question if and how this 

case can actually be dealt with as a 'European model'. 

 

 

Lantschner, Emma, Sergiu Constantin and Joseph Marko (eds.), Practice of Minority 

Protection in Central Europe. Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2012, 289 pp. 
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Academic research on the protection of national minorities often begins and ends with a 

country-by-country analysis of the legal framework for protection. Very often, however, it is 

the implementation of legal rules by administrative authorities and courts which proves to be 

quite problematic. Based on two years of legal and empirical research, this book thus focuses 

on the discrepancies between law in the books and law in practice with regard to minority 

protection in six Central and South East European countries, namely Austria, Hungary, Italy, 

Romania, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia, from a comparative perspective. Based on this 

comparative approach, the first part of the book provides a detailed assessment of the legal 

situation in six areas which are of key importance for an effective minority protection regime: 

culture, language use, media, education, economic and political participation. The second part 

follows this structure and presents the main empirical findings from each of these areas based 

on intensive field research in those six countries. In studying the results of this comprehensive 

research undertaking, the reader will become familiar with a summary of the most recent 

trends which are discernable in each of the analysed key areas in this part of Europe, 

including examples of good and bad practice. Moreover, the analyses also reveal the intimate 

links between the key areas and thereby prove that a comprehensive policy development for 

the protection of minorities has to take these interdependencies seriously. Finally, the set of 

recommendations as result of the empirical analyses offers an additional added value for 

practitioners working in international organisations, INGOS, national authorities and, not the 

least, representatives of national minorities themselves. 

 

von Mering, Sabine, and Timothy Wyman McCarty, Right-Wing Radicalism Today. 



Perspectives from Europe and the US. London and New York: Routledge, 2013, 207 pp. 
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This book highlights recent developments in the radical right providing comparative analysis 

of current extremist activity in Eastern and Western Europe and the United States. It reveals 

the growing amount of connections and continuities of right-wing movements and ideologies 

across national borders. Subjects covered include: * Who joins radical right parties and why?; 

* Recent developments in parties in Eastern & Western Europe; * The transatlantic cross-

fertilisation of ideological perspectives; * How the US extreme-right has changed since the 

emergence of the Tea Party movement. This will be essential reading for all students and 

scholars within an interest in the contemporary radical right and extremism. 

 

Motyl, Alexander J. (ed.), Encyclopedia of Nationalism. Vol. 2, Leaders, Movements and 

Concepts. San Diego, San Francisco and New York: Academic Press, 2001, 605 pp. 
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Nationalism has unexpectedly become a leading local and international force since the end of 

the Cold War. Long predicted to give way to pan-national or economic organizations, 

nationalism exerts its tremendous force on all continents and in a wide variety of ways. The 

Encyclopedia of Nationalism captures the aims and scope of this force through a wide-ranging 

examination of concepts, figures, movements, and events. It is the only encyclopedic study of 

nationalism available today. The key features include an International Editorial Board; the 

articles begin with short glossaries and conclude with short bibliographies of titles essential 

for further reading. 

 

Prina, Federica, The Role of International Mechanisms in Promoting the Cultural Rights of 

National Minorities in a Changing Russian Federation (2000-2011). PhD. Dissertation, 

School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London. London: 

University College London, 382 pp.  
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The thesis analyses how, if at all, accession to international standards makes a difference to 

national minorities in Russia in the advancement of their cultural rights, focusing on the 

period 2000-2011. It further analyses the factors that influence particular forms of 

implementation of international standards. The study uses data from semi-structured 

interviews, as well as from legislation, legal judgements and Council of Europe documents. It 

focuses on three minorities as case studies: the Karelians, Mordovians and Tatars. The 

research is divided into three parts: 1) Practice and Law, investigating how the specific 

characteristics of the Russian domestic legal environment and of the relevant international 

standards generate a particular type of dynamics between the two; 2) Homogenisation, 

examining whether international standards can suspend or reverse Russia's culturally 

homogenising tendencies since the 2000s; 3) Exclusion, investigating to what extent, if at all, 

international standards may modify the dynamics of majority-minority relations by facilitating 

the introduction of a form of participation that is effective, in the area of decision- and policy-

making on minorities' cultural rights. The thesis concludes that the role of international 



standards in the area of minorities' cultural rights is restricted in scope in Russia. Two sets of 

reasons are identified. First, specific features of Russian politics and society: (i) Russia's 

selective implementation of international law; (ii) the alternation of localism and centralism; 

(iii) Russia's homogenising centralisation and 'managed diversity'; (iv) the absence of 

guarantees for the upholding of minorities' participatory rights, resulting in fictitious forms of 

participation. The second set of reasons relate to the complexities and weaknesses of 

international standards on minority rights themselves. 

 

 

 

Tarr, G. Alan, Robert F. Williams and Josef Marko (eds.), Federalism, Subnational 

Constitutions, and Minority Rights. Westport and London: Praeger, 2004, 247 pp. 

 

341 

.4 

‘81 

 

Whether federalism and subnational constitutions contribute to or undermine minority rights 

has long been a subject of controversy. Within the United States, the general view has been 

that federalism has been detrimental to minority rights. In contrast, other countries have seen 

federalism as crucial in safeguarding rights of ethnic and religious minorities. This volume 

provides the basis for a more nuanced assessment of the contributions of federalism and 

subnational constitutions to protecting minority rights by studying their impact in a variety of 

federal systems. This work explores both mature federal systems (Switzerland, United States) 

systems in transition (Belgium, Bosnia, Herzegovina), both quasifederal (Italy, Spain) and 

well-established systems (Germany), both systems with considerable homogeneity of 

population (Austria) and systems with extraordinary diversity (India). It also analyses the 

various constitutional arrangements that federal systems have devised for safeguarding 

minority rights and given them a voice in political deliberations. 
 

Tonk, Márton, Minority and Community Studies on the History, Theory and Educational 

Policy of the Hungarian Minority of Transylvania. Cluj-Napoca, 2014, 148 pp. 

 

341.4’81 

 

The book seeks to offer a representative and comprehensive perspective on the author’s 

research activity and overall work over the past fifteen years. The main topics of these studies 

are the theory of national minorities, the history of thought and philosophy within the 

minority community, respectively policies of Hungarian education in Romania, with the aim 

to offer a comprehensive overview of the work the author has covered throughout these last 

fifteen years. The point of departure in the author’s extensive work is the topic of Hungarian 

thought and philosophy in Transylvania, through research that leads to approaching certain 

issues specific to the social and political theory (related, as well, to the society and community 

of the Hungarian minority in Transylvania); by employing this approach, the study proceeds 

with analyses regarding the theory and rights of minorities (particularly in a broad European 

context), and with research comprising case studies of Hungarian educational policies in 

Transylvania. 

 

Tóth, Ágnes (ed.),  National and Ethnic Minorities in Hungary, 1920-2001. New York: 

Columbia University Press, 2005, 626 pp. 
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The disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy led to the development of several 

nation-states. The essays in this book discuss the important questions dealing with the history 

of national minorities in Hungary between 1920 and 2000. 

 


