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Diez, Thomas, Mathias Albert and Stephan Stetter (eds.), The European Union and Border 

Conflicts. The Power of Integration and Association. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2008, 265 pp. 

 

305.8 

 

It is generally assumed that regional integration leads to stability and peace. This book is a 

systematic study of the impact of European integration on the transformation of border 

conflicts. It provides a theoretical framework centred on four 'pathways' of impact and applies 

them to five cases of border conflicts: Cyprus, Ireland, Greece/Turkey, Israel/Palestine and 

various conflicts on Russia's border with the EU. The contributors suggest that integration and 

association provide the EU with potentially powerful means to influence border conflicts, but 

that the EU must constantly re-adjust its policies depending on the dynamics of each conflict. 

Their findings reveal the conditions upon which the impact of integration rests and challenge 

the widespread notion that integration is necessarily good for peace. This book will appeal to 

scholars and students of international relations, European politics, and security studies 

studying European integration and conflict analysis. 

 

 

 

Jackson, Jennifer and Lina Molokotos-Liederman (eds.), Nationalism, Ethnicity and 

Boundaries. Conceptualising and understanding identity through boundary approaches. 

Abingdon and New York: Routledge, 2014, 252 pp. 

 

320.5'4 

 

Nationalism and ethnicity have become, across time and space, a force in the construction of 

boundaries. This book analyses geographical and physical borders and symbolic, political and 

socio-economic boundaries, and how they impact upon nationalism and ethnic identity. 

Geographic and other tangible borders are critical components in the making and unmaking of 

boundaries. However, symbolic or intangible boundaries along national, ethnic, political or 

socio-economic criteria are equally significant. Organised into three sections on theory, 

national and transnational case studies, this book both introduces existing approaches to the 

study of boundaries and illustrates how it is possible to apply renewed boundary approaches 

to better understand nationalism and ethnicity in contemporary contexts. Expert contributors 

in the field present detailed case studies on the UK, Israel, Estonia, Latvia, Ukraine and 

Kazakhstan, and draw upon further examples from more than a dozen countries to provide a 

critical evaluation of the use of borders, boundaries and boundary-making in the study of 

nationalism and ethnicity. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of 

International Politics, Nationalism, Racial and Ethnic Politics, Ethnic Identity and Sociology. 



Malloy, Tove H. and Joseph Marko (eds.), Minority Governance in and beyond Europe. 

Celebrating 10 Years of the European Yearbook of Minority Issues. Leiden and Boston: Brill 

Nijhoff, 2014, 222 pp. 

 

341 

.4’81 

 

Minority Governance in and beyond Europe offers a review of contemporary developments in 

minority relations. The publication addresses normative and institutional developments in a 

pan-European context. It tackles the theoretical and practical implications of power-sharing; 

the dichotomy of ‘old’ and ‘new’ minorities; human rights violations; public institutions for 

minority protection and abating discrimination; theoretical reflections on minority activism; 

political participation of minorities; justifications of minority protection; the evolution of 

language rights, and minorities in relation to EU law. It offers a lens that provides the reader 

with a clearer understanding about academic thinking and indicates where political will is 

needed to advance the minority rights protection regime in the future. Compiled to celebrate 

the 10th anniversary of the European Yearbook of Minority Issues, and offering a selection of 

the most important articles published in the Yearbook, this collection will be of great interest 

to scholars, students and policymakers engaging in minority-related activities and interested 

in multiethnicity and cultural pluralism in Europe. 

 

CONTENTS:  

 

Foreword, by Joseph Marko and Tove Malloy / Power-Sharing and Ethnic Conflict: The 

Consociational-Integrative Dichotomy and Beyond, by Carmen Kettley / The Rights of ‘Old’ 

versus ‘New’ Minorities, by Asbjørn Eide / ‘Ethnic Cleansing’ and Genocide: Similarities and 

Distinctions, by William A. Schabas / Ombudsmen and Similar Institutions for Protection 

against Racial and Ethnic Discrimination, by Andrea Krizsan / Ethnic Minority 

Entrepreneurship, Diversity and Competitiveness, by David Smallbone / Political 

Participation of Minorities, by Rainer Hofmann / Shifts in the Multiple Justifications of 

Minority Protection, by Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark / The European Convention on Human 

Rights and Language Rights: Is the Glass Half Empty or Half Full?, by Roberta Medda-

Windischer / Defining the Indefinable: A Definition of ‘Minority’ in EU Law, by Gulara 

Guliyeva / The European Union and the Roma: An Analysis of Recent Institutional and 

Policy Developments , by Peter Vermeersch / Index 

 

Skendaj, Elton, Creating Kosovo. International Oversight and the Making of Ethical 

Institutions. Washington, D.C. and Ithaca: Woodrow Wilson Center Press and Cornell 

University Press, 2014, 217 pp. 

 

949.703 

 

In shaping the institutions of a new country, what interventions from international actors lead 

to success and failure? Elton Skendaj's investigation into Kosovo, based on national survey 

data, interviews, and focus groups conducted over ten months of fieldwork, leads to some 

surprising answers. Creating Kosovo highlights efforts to build the police force, the central 

government, courts, and a customs service. Skendaj finds that central administration and the 

courts, which had been developed under local authority, succumbed to cronyism and 

corruption, challenging the premise that local "ownership" leads to more effective state 

bureaucracies. The police force and customs service, directly managed by international actors, 

were held to a meritocratic standard, fulfilling their missions and winning public respect. On 



the other hand, local participation and contestation supported democratic institutions. When 

international actors supported the demobilization of popular movements, Creating Kosovo 

shows, they undermined the ability of the public to hold elected officials accountable. 

 

Tonge, Jonathan, Comparative Peace Processes. Cambridge and Malden: Polity Press, 2014, 

228 pp. 

 

327.172 

 

The term ‘peace process’ is now widely used to describe attempts to manage and resolve 

conflict. As the nature of conflict has changed, so the range of available tools for producing 

peace has grown. Alongside a plethora of political actions, there is now a greater international 

awareness of how peace can be brokered and policed. As a result, peace processes now extend 

well beyond the actuality of ceasefires and an absence of war to cover legacy issues of 

victims, truth and reconciliation. This book expertly examines the practical application of 

solutions to conflict. The first part analyses various political means of conflict management, 

including consociational power-sharing, partition, federalism and devolution. The second 

explores the extent to which these political formulas have been applied - or ignored - in a 

wide range of conflicts including Bosnia-Herzegovina, Northern Ireland, Israel-Palestine, 

Lebanon, the Basque Region and Sri Lanka. Comparative Peace Processes combines 

optimism with a realist approach to conflict management, acknowledging that the propensity 

of dominant states to engage in political experimentation is conditioned by the state of 

conflict. It will be a valuable resource for anyone interested in general theories of political 

possibilities in peace processes and the practical deployment of political ideas in conflict 

zones. 

 

 

 


