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Bieber, Florian, Armina Galijaš and Rory Archer (eds.), Debating the End of Yugoslavia. 

Surrey and Burlington: Ashgate, 2014, 261 pp. 
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Countries rarely disappear off the map. In the 20th century, only a few countries shared this 

fate with Yugoslavia. The dissolution of Yugoslavia led to the largest war in Europe since 

1945, massive human rights violations and over 100,000 victims. Debating the End of 

Yugoslavia is less an attempt to re-write the dissolution of Yugoslavia, or to provide a 

different narrative, than to take stock and reflect on the scholarship to date. New sources and 

data offer fresh avenues of research avoiding the passion of the moment that often 

characterized research published during the wars and provide contemporary perspectives on 

the dissolution. The book outlines the state of the debate rather than focusing on controversies 

alone and maps how different scholarly communities have reflected on the dissolution of the 

country, what arguments remain open in scholarly discourse and highlights new, innovative 

paths to study the period. 

 

 

Ҫağlayan, Handan, Same Home Different Languages. Intergenerational Language Shift. 

Tendencies, Limitations, Opportunities. The Case of Diyarbakir. Diyarbakir: Diyarbakir 

Institute for Political and Social Research, 2014, 158 pp. 
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Handan Ҫağlayan started in Diyarbekir and investigated how language is used by different 

Kurdish families in everyday life. This book based on field research does more than just show 

us under what circumstances Kurdish was passed from one generation to another; it also 

depicts how this process was interrupted. In many ways this study contributes significantly to 

the current political debates and the academic literature in this field. It does this specifically in 

the sense that it presents the issue of native language in the context of Turkey and in regards 

to the Kurdish language. The study approaches this subject not only from the perspective of 

education, but also using a broader framework incorporating relations with the other spheres 

of everyday life. It does not only focus on the consequences of the ban on mother tongue, but 

also presents which social, psychological and political effects have occurred as a result of the 

interruption in the intergenerational transmission of language. 

 

Cunningham, Kathleen Gallagher, Inside the Politics of Self-Determination. Oxford and New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2014, 290 pp. 
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There are currently over 100 stateless nations pressing for greater self-determination around 

the globe. The vast majority of these groups will never achieve independence. Many groups 

will receive some accommodation over self-determination, many will engage in civil war over 

self-determination, and in many cases, internecine violence will plague these groups. This 

book examines the dynamic internal politics of states and self-determination groups. The 



internal structure and political dynamics of states and self-determination groups significantly 

affect information and credibility problems faced by these actors, as well as the incentives and 

opportunities for states to pursue partial accommodation of these groups. Using new data on 

the internal structure of all self-determination groups and their states and on all 

accommodation in self-determination disputes, this book shows that states with some, but not 

too many, internal divisions are best able to accommodate self-determination groups and 

avoid civil war. When groups are more internally divided, they are both much more likely to 

be accommodated and to get into civil war with the state, and also more likely to have 

fighting within the group. Detailed comparison of three self-determination disputes in the 

conflict-torn region of northeast India reveals that internal divisions in states and groups affect 

when these groups get the accommodation they seek, which groups violently rebel, and 

whether actors target violence against their own co-ethnics. The argument and evidence in 

this book reveal the dynamic effect that internal divisions within SD groups and states have 

on their ability to bargain over self-determination. Kathleen Gallagher Cunningham 

demonstrates that understanding the relations between states and SD groups requires looking 

at the politics inside these actors. 

 

 

Georgi, Viola B. (ed.), The Making of Citizens in Europe: New Perspectives on Citizenship 

Education. Bonn: Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, 2008, 221 pp. 
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What are the challenges of citizenship education in Europe today? In search of answers, the 

focus of this volume are the conditions under which learning and living democracy in Europe 

may occur most effectively. Topics of discussion are the various ways in which citizenship 

and citizenship education are defined, ranging from historical, political and sociological 

analyses to country case studies, new educational concepts, and best practices. 

 

Hofmann, Rainer, Monitoring the Rights of National Minorities in Europe: 15 Years of 

Experiences with the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of 

National Minorities. Reprint from: Delbrück, Jost, Ursula Heinz, Kerstin Odendahl (eds.), 

Aus Kiel in die Welt: Kiel’s Contribution to International Law. Festschrift zum 100-jährigen 

Bestehen des Walther-Schücking-Instituts für Internationales Recht (=Essays in Honour of the 

100
th

 Anniversary of the Walther Schücking Institute for International Law). Berlin: Duncker 

& Humblot, 2014, 369-395. 
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The author assesses the factual and legal situation in which the drafting of the FCNM took 

place; formal and substantive achievements as well as substantive shortcomings and 

outstanding issues concerning monitoring of minority rights under the FCNM; and identifies 

some major issues where pertinent activities by the ACFC in its monitoring work could 

constitute added value. 



Ilić, Marija, Discourse and Ethnic Identity. The Case of the Serbs from Hungary. Munich and 

Berlin: Verlag Otto Sagner, 2014, 344 pp. 
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Discourse, narrative, and identity are some of the most frequently employed concepts in the 

contemporary humanities. It is their dialectical relationship, in particular, which has been a 

focus of scholarly attention for quite some time. This book explores some of the complex 

relations between oral discourse and ethnicity by using the example of the Serbian minority in 

Hungary. The power and powerlessness of discourse in negotiating identity are examined 

through a case study of a small Serbian community near Budapest. The study is of interest to 

those who are concerned with theoretical issues related to discourse and ethnicity, as well as 

to scholars of national minorities and minority languages in Eastern and Central Europe. 

 

 

Kissane, Bill (ed.), After Civil War. Division, Reconstruction and Reconciliation in 

Contemporary Europe. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015, 299 pp. 
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Civil war inevitably causes shifts in state boundaries, demographics, systems of rule, and the 

bases of legitimate authority—many of the markers of national identity. Yet a shared sense of 

nationhood is as important to political reconciliation as the reconstruction of state institutions 

and economic security. After Civil War compares reconstruction projects in Bosnia, Cyprus, 

Finland, Greece, Kosovo, Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, Spain, and Turkey in 

order to explore how former combatants and their supporters learn to coexist as one nation in 

the aftermath of ethnopolitical or ideological violence. 

After Civil War synthesizes research on civil wars, reconstruction, and nationalism to show 

how national identity is reconstructed over time in different cultural and socioeconomic 

contexts, in strong nation-states as well as those with a high level of international 

intervention. Chapters written by anthropologists, historians, political scientists, and 

sociologists examine the relationships between reconstruction and reconciliation, the 

development of new party systems after war, and how globalization affects the processes of 

peacebuilding. After Civil War thus provides a comprehensive, comparative perspective to a 

wide span of recent political history, showing postconflict articulations of national identity 

can emerge in the long run within conducive institutional contexts. 

Lozovanu, Dorin (ed.), Gagauziya (Gagauz Yeri) Avtonom Bölgesi Atlasi (=Atlas of ATU 

Garauzia (Gagauz Yeri)). Chisinau: Editura PROART, 2014, 72 pp. 
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The Atlas of Gagauzia includes the developed 47 maps, which differently characterize the 

Autonomy today: administrative division, physical map, a map of the population, a map of 

educational systems, maps of Health, Culture and Physical Culture and Sports, and a map of 

Religious organizations. Most of the devised maps are original. They all include 12 parts. At 

the same time the Atlas of Gagauzia includes 5 ethnohistorical maps and 14 fragments of 



historical administrative maps. The legends of maps are available for all users; they are given 

in four languages: Gagauzian, Moldavian, Russian and English. 

 

Nicolae, Valeriu, We are the Roma! One Thousand Years of Discrimination. London, New 

York and Calcutta: Seagull Books, 2013, 100 pp. 
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The Roma or Romani people, commonly called gypsies, comprise one of the largest ethnic 

minorities in the European Union, with significant populations in the Balkan Peninsula as 

well as Spain, France, Russia, and the Ukraine. Persecution of the Roma dates back to the 

Byzantine Empire, when many were enslaved. The violent discrimination—being burnt alive, 

having homes destroyed and children stoned—and ghettoization of their communities 

continues even today. Despite EU legislation designed to protect them against racism, blatant 

and persistent persecution continues, both in newer member states such as Romania, Bulgaria, 

Slovakia, and Hungary, and in countries at the heart of the EU. And despite their stated 

commitment to human rights, no country or official body has taken up the case of the Roma 

and strongly argued for their protection and integration.In this powerful and well-argued 

book, Valeriu Nicolae, himself a Romanian Roma, gives voice to the Roma cause, offering a 

precise and candid look at their current situation. In doing so, Nicolae also provides insightful 

ideas for what can and should be done to stem this long-standing and cruel intolerance. We 

Are the Roma! brings to light an important and often overlooked ethnic discrimination in 

Europe and tells a story urgently in need of telling. 

 

Olson, David M., and Philip Norton (eds.), The New Parliaments of Central and Eastern 

Europe. London and Portland: Frank Cass, 1996, 254 pp. 
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What role have parliaments played in the dramatic changes occurring in Eastern and Central 

Europe? Adopting a common research framework, the contributors analyze in detail the role 

and operations of parliaments in ten of the new democracies. They focus on what determines 

their capacity to have some impact on public policy. They identify the significance of 

parliaments operating in often hybrid systems of government, with the relationship between 

the executive and legislature not well defined, and with an absence of constraining influence 

that typify western political systems. The study embraces the period 1989-1995. Countries 

examined here include Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Moldova, Poland, 

Romania, Russia, the Slovak Republic, and Ukraine. 

 

Ramet, Sabrina P., Religion and Politics in Post-Socialist Central and Southeastern Europe: 

Challenges Since 1989. Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014, 336 pp. 
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Since the crash of communism in Central and Southeastern Europe in 1989, almost everything 

in the region has changed – from politics to economics to popular culture to religion. There 



have been new challenges to confront and new dilemmas. This volume examines the political 

engagement of religious associations in the post-socialist countries of Central and 

Southeastern Europe, with a focus on disputes about property restitution, revelations about the 

collaboration of clergy with the communist-era secret police, intolerance, and controversies 

about the inclusion of religious instruction in the schools. Each of the countries in the region 

is analyzed with research grounded in on-site interviews, as well as extensive use of literature 

in local and Western languages. Case studies on Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, 

Croatia, Bosnia, Serbia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Bulgaria are included. 

 

 

Setälä, Maija, and Theo Schiller (eds.), Referendums and Representative Democracy. 

Responsiveness, accountability and deliberation. London and New York: Routledge, 2009. 
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This volume analyses how the use of referendums affects the central functions and 

characteristics of representative democracy. It provides a balanced account of the interaction 

between referendums and representative institutions and actors, seeking to evaluate whether 

referendums supplement or undermine representative democracy. Considering both normative 

and empirical questions, the volume also examines the particular circumstances under which 

referendums strengthen or weaken representative democracy. Providing a variety of 

theoretical and methodological approaches used in the study of referendums, this book is 

divided into three sections: Referendums and the Models of Democracy, The Demand of 

Referendums: Party Ideologies and Strategies, and Referendum Campaigns and Voter 

Behaviour. It features case studies on Ireland, Israel, Canada, California, Italy, Liechtenstein, 

Switzerland, the Nordic Countries, the Netherlands, Spain and the EU Constitutional Treaty. 

In addition to system-level evaluations of referendums, studies on the ideological attitudes of 

political actors and strategic use of referendums, the volume also provides analyses of 

referendum campaigns and voters’ choices in referendums. Covering referendums on 

European integration, the volume also demonstrates how supra-national governance gives rise 

to the demand of referendums. This volume will be of interest to students and scholars of 

political science, political theory, comparative politics, and European studies. 

van der Stoel, Max, ed. by Wolfgang Zellner and Falk Lange, Peace and Stability through 

Human and Minority Rights. Speeches by the OSCE High Commissioner on National 

Minorities. Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2001, 238 pp. 
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This is the second and enlarged edition of a representative selection of Max van der Stoel's 

speeches as OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities. Max van der Stoel succeeded 

in shaping a highly flexible operative instrument by fully using his independence, while at the 

same time carefully tying his and his Office's efforts to the work of other institutions within 

the OSCE and beyond, thus securing the indispensable political support of the OSCE 

community. In this way Max van der Stoel represented the OSCE philosophy of a cooperative 

approach in solving domestic ethnopolitical tensions which could develop into international 

crises. 

 

 


