
What is the  

ECMI Library?

European Centre for Minority Issues (ECMI)
Library
Schiffbrücke 12 (Kompagnietor)
D-24939 Flensburg 

Fon:  +49 (0) 461 - 1 41 49-70 (direct)
Fax:  +49 (0) 461 - 1 41 49-19
e-mail:  mckinney@ecmi.de
Internet: www.ecmi.de

Opening hours:
Monday-Thursday  9 am – 5 pm
Friday  9 am – 4:30 pm 

... how do I find the ECMI Library?

The ECMI Library is an independent collection of 
books, journals, and grey literature of more than 
3,000 items covering many aspects of minority issues. 
The highly specialized collection offers public access 
to a variety of materials in more than twenty langu-
ages on inter-ethnic relations, language and cultural 
diversity issues and ethnic conflict in Europe.

The Library is especially strong in the area of minori-
ty protection with regards to international law. It also 
includes a useful reference section and a considerable 
number of published and unpublished reports dealing 
with the subjects mentioned above. In addition to this, 
the ECMI Library is unique in that it includes an ever-
growing number of annual reports of Ombudsman 
offices around the world, which provide insight into 
the human rights situation in many countries. Current 
periodical and newspaper subscriptions reflect the 
multidisciplinary nature of ECMI research. Reference 
services are provided both in-house and for the gene-
ral public.
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... when and why 
was the ECMI Library founded?

The ECMI Library was founded in 1997 to provide  
library and information services in order to meet the 
educational and research needs of ECMI staff as well as 
to inform the wider public on minority issues. There are 
indeed very few libraries in the world that deal exclu-
sively with subjects related to minority issues, making 
this a unique collection in the field. This is attested to 
in the ECMI Library Guestbook, which demonstrates 
a positive resonance from students and scholars from 
many countries of the world, including for examp-
le from Japan, France, the United Kingdom, Latvia,  
Belgium, the USA, Germany, Denmark, and Norway, 
just to name several.  

William McKinney, ECMI Librarian

... the staff

The daily responsibility for the ECMI Library is in 
the hands of Librarian William McKinney. 

William McKinney grew up in the USA and studied 
at Indiana University, University of Hamburg, and 
Rosary College.

William McKinney will always strive to answer 
all enquiries about the ECMI Library collection.  
William is usually to be found in the Library, how-
ever you are also welcome to make an appoint-
ment.

... what does the 
ECMI Library offer online?

The ECMI Online Public Access Lib-
rary Catalogue (OPAC) provides a 24/7 

access to search by title, author, or key-
word. The catalogue is enhanced in the sense that 
many foreign language titles are available in Eng-

lish, including brief English summaries. Should you 
not find the materials you need in the catalogue, 
the Gateway to World Libraries provides direct links 
to highly useful and relevant library catalogues in 
order to assist in your efforts. If you require further 
help, the Ask a Librarian service gives virtual reference  
assistance to you from anywhere you study. The answer 
to your question will normally be sent to your email 
within 24 hours. The carefully monitored, categorized 
links in the Enriched Link Database are value-added 
in the sense that substantial information is provided 
as to the contents of each link, including its institutio-
nal affiliations and whether or not for example down-
loadable texts, relevant statistics, and government  
documents are included. 

ECMI Library Catalogue
http://www.ecmi.de/information-services/library/

Gateway to World Libraries
http://www.ecmi.de/information-services/gateway-to-world-libraries/

Ask a Librarian
http://www.ecmi.de/information-services/ecmi-library/ask-librarian/

Enriched Link Database
http://www.ecmi.de/information-services/enriched-links/


